
The Days of ’47 

Pioneers of Progress Awards 

Nomination Form 
 
Nominee: Emma Lou Warner Thayne 
Address: 1965 St. Mary’s Drive 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84108 
Phone: 801.581.1260 
 
Please check the category for which you are nominating this individual: 
 Science and Technology Development 
 Business and Enterprise 
X Education, Health and Humanitarian Assistance 
 Historic and Creative Arts 
 Sportsmanship and Athletics 
 Posthumous Legacy Award 
 
Describe how the nominee perpetuates principles of pioneering: 
 
“Without clamor or special effects,” writes Emma Lou Warner Thayne in her acclaimed 
spiritual autobiography, “I had been to the place of knowing and returned with a view as 
broad as the galaxies and comforting as my mother’s hand. The pillars of my faith were 
still in tact, but the roof had blown blessedly off the structure to reveal a whole sky full of 
stars.” Known for her ability to bridge boundaries and inspire change, Emma Lou is now 
88 years old, a wife of over 60 years, a mother of five daughters, a grandmother of 18, 
and great-grandmother of 14. She proclaims that one can be a mother and find joy at 
home, and still be passionately engaged in the world. It is this passionate engagement 
that led Emma Lou to become a prolific author, poet, professor, coach, humanitarian, 
and international peace activist.  

“As a lifelong member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints,” writes Ann 
Cannon in the Salt Lake Tribune, “she gives the impression of a woman whose feet are 
planted solidly on the soil of the state her pioneer ancestors helped settle.” When asked 
how she feels the spirit of Utah’s pioneers in her life, Emma Lou told me: “I grew up in a 
home with brothers. For me, life was always, ‘Why not? Try it! Go for it!’ We were turned 
lose to build forts in the canyon and life was an invitation to adventure. I don’t think I’ve 
ever been afraid.” It is for this fearless spirit of innovation that I am honored to nominate 
Emma Lou Warner Thayne for the Days of ’47 Pioneers of Progress award. 

Beyond the deep roots and legacy of her pioneer ancestors, Emma Lou is widely 
respected as a pioneer in her own right, a pioneer for women in business, education, 



and the arts. As she said herself, “I just grew up that way, with no limits.” She is the 
author of 14 books of poetry, essays, fiction, and her writing about kinship and peace is 
anthologized internationally. She also wrote the hymn, “Where Can I Turn for Peace?” 
She believes that, beyond her cherished family, those words of comfort will ultimately 
live on as her legacy. “It’s so personal,” she said, “but people bring their own life to it, 
people who are hurting. I know it helps them.” 

Emma Lou graduated from the University of Utah in 1945 (BA) and again in 1970 (MA). 
She was a member of the English faculty for over 30 years, mentoring aspiring authors 
in courses on poetry and creative writing. To this day she teaches a course on writing 
personal memoirs in the Continuing Education program at the U of U. Ann Cannon, a 
friend and fellow author, calls Emma Lou “a mother figure for many female Utah 
writers.” She also served as the women’s tennis coach at the University, well before 
Title IX made such opportunities commonplace. She was recognized for her lasting 
influence as an educator with the University of Utah Distinguished Alumna Award, and 
an Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters from both the University and Salt Lake 
Community College. She was also a pioneer in the newspaper publishing world, serving 
as the only woman on the board of the Deseret News for 17 years. 

Much of Emma Lou’s poetry is humanitarian in nature and focuses on themes of peace. 
Writing the six poems she published in “How Much for the Earth?” has been, as she 
recounts, one of the most powerful experiences of her life. These world-famous peace 
poems were read aloud in Abravanel Hall with Utah Symphony cellist David Freed 
playing Bach in the background, published by Utahns United Against the Nuclear Arms 
Race, and translated and published in the Ukraine, with profits donated to the Siberian 
Peace Fund. A translated copy of the text secured her safe passage through Russian 
customs and beyond the Iron Curtain of the 1980s when an otherwise stern border 
agent read the words aloud and was moved by the universal message of hope. Other 
poems have also accompanied Utah’s Ririe-Woodbury dance company at a 
performance at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC.  

Says Ann Jameson, a Salt Lake-based literary agent, “Emma Lou is willing to explore 
realms of thought that aren’t easy or simple, but at the same time, her faith is her 
bedrock.” It was that faith that guided Emma Lou and her daughter Becky Markosian 
through one of the most trying times of their lives on a shared search for inner peace. In 
her book “Hope and Recovery” Emma Lou details the battle Becky fought with bipolar 
and eating disorders. The proceeds from the book were used to establish the Emma 
Lou Thayne and Becky Markosian Development Fund in the Department of Psychiatry 
at the University of Utah. With these funds, the University is able to provide scholarships 
for students, researchers, or faculty working in the field of affective and eating disorders. 
It was also this experience that inspired the words of “Where Can I Turn for Peace?” In 
a moment both intensely specific and at once universal, she wrote: “He answers 



privately / Reaches my reaching / In my Gethsemane, Savior and Friend. / Gentle the 
peace he finds for my beseeching. / Constant he is and kind, / Love without end.” 

Among her many other honors are included the David O. McKay Humanities Award 
from Brigham Young University, the Association for Mormon Letters Award for Poetry, 
the Chamber of Commerce Honors in the Arts Award (for which her portrait hangs in 
Abravanel Hall), and the Thayne Center for Service & Learning at Salt Lake Community 
College is named in her honor. When approached two decades ago about the possibility 
of becoming the center’s namesake, it was the pioneering spirit that “we need a 
woman’s name on something” that motivated her. With our 20th anniversary 
approaching in 2014, the Thayne Center continues to engage thousands of students in 
service to the community every year. Our work is in her name and is a direct tribute to 
her legacy.  

 
Nominator: Gail Jessen 
Address: 4600 South Redwood Road 
  SLCC – Thayne Center 
  Salt Lake City, Utah 84130 
Phone: 801.957.4689 
Email:  gail.jessen@slcc.edu 
 
How do you know the nominee? 

Gail Jessen is the Director of the Thayne Center for Service & Learning at 
Salt Lake Community College. Emma Lou serves as an ex officio member 
of the Thayne Center Community & Academic Advisory Board. Gail has 
known Emma Lou for over a decade. 

 
  



Purpose of the Pioneers of Progress Awards 
The Days of ’47 Pioneers of Progress Awards annually salute six or seven individuals 
who embody the best of Utah’s pioneering heritage and spirit.  These awards honor 
deserving Utahns whose lives and achievements commemorate such virtuous principles 
of pioneering as faith, courage, industry, integrity and sacrifice; and whose work 
benefits present and future generations. 
 
Eligibility 
Any current Utah resident, regardless of age, can be nominated for a Pioneer of 
Progress Award.  Nomination Procedures: 

• An individual or group may nominate more than one individual for any category. 
• Individuals may nominate themselves. 
• Pertinent supplemental information, not to exceed four (4) pages may be 

attached to the nomination form. 
• Judges may request additional information from nominees, nominators or 

nominating organizations. 
• The judges’ decision is final.  Nomination forms, including all supplemental 

materials, become the property of the Days of ’47 and will not be returned. 
• Nominees agree to the use of their names and likeness in publicity connected 

with the Days of ’47 Pioneers of Progress Awards, including videos, press 
releases and audio reproductions. 

 
Selection Criteria 
Nominations will be judged on the following criteria: 

• Service—The dedication displayed by the nominee in providing service that 
betters individuals and communities. 

• Innovation and Industry—The ways in which the nominee has demonstrated 
vision and hard work in personal and professional roles. 

• Achievements—How the nominee has produced results that reflect the spirit of 
Utah’s pioneers. 

 
Submitting Entries 
NOMINATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY THURSDAY, JANUARY 31, 2013 
Return the completed form and any attachments to: 
Margo Ayre 
11274 S. Eagle View Drive 
Sandy, UT 84092 
(801) 495-3766 
mayre@xmission.com 
or complete the form on our website:  www.daysof47.com 


